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This report summarizes six studies on physical abuse, psychological abuse, and/or sexual abuse conducted in 

the following nine countries or areas in Asia: China, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Philippines, Singapore, South 

Korea, Taiwan, and Thailand. The information was obtained from the Partner Abuse State of Knowledge, compiled 

by Esquivel-Santoveña, Lambert, and Hamel (2013).2 

To be included in this summary, the study had to consist of community or other large-scale surveys, use a well-

validated survey instrument, and report sex-specific prevalence rates. Following is a compilation of the study 

findings: 

Physical Abuse: 

    Perpetration % Victimization %  

 
Author 

 
Country 

Sample 
Size 

Type of 
Abuse 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 
Male 

 
Female 

Time 
Period 

Straus India 84 Physical 35 31   Past year 

 Japan 120 Physical 25 18   Past year 

 South 
Korea 

183 Physical 24 37   Past year 

 Hong Kong 521 Physical 23 43   Past year 

 China 763 Physical 22 42   Past year 

 Taiwan 152 Physical 18 42   Past year 

 Singapore 199 Physical 10 28   Past year 

Wang China 3,323 Physical   3 19 Past year 

  Urban 
areas 

Physical   6.8 7.7 Past year 

Hou China 388 Physical 24.6 29.4 25.8 22.0 Past 4 
months 

Chan Hong Kong 3,740 Physical 9.4 10.5   Lifetime 

Fehringer 
and Hindin 

Philippines 944 Physical 25.1 55.8 30.5 27.7 Past year 

Pradubmook-
Sherer 

Thailand 1,296 Physical 41.9 41.2   Lifetime 

Average 
(Mean) 

   23.5 34.4 16.5 19.1  

 

 
1 www.endtodv.org/davia  
2 Partner Abuse Worldwide, Partner Abuse, Volume 4, Issue 1. 
https://domesticviolenceresearch.org/pdf/PASK.Tables14.Revised.pdf  

  

http://www.endtodv.org/davia
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Psychological Abuse: 

    Perpetration % Victimization %  

 
Author 

 
Country 

Sample 
Size 

Type of 
Abuse 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 
Male 

 
Female 

Time 
Period 

Hou China 388 Psychological 42.2 44.4 45.4 41.6 Past 4 
months 

Chan Hong 
Kong 

3,740 Psychological 53.9 54.4   Lifetime 

Pradubmook-
Sherer 

Thailand 1,296 Psychological 49.2 46.7   Lifetime 

Average 
(Mean) 

   48.4 48.5 45.4 41.6  

 

Sexual Abuse: 

    Perpetration % Victimization %  

 
Author 

 
Country 

Sample 
Size 

Type of 
Abuse 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 
Male 

 
Female 

Time 
Period 

Hou China 388 Sexual 20.9 15.0 14.4 23.0 Past 4 
months 

Chan Hong 
Kong 

3,740 Sexual 7.8 5.9   Lifetime 

Pradubmook-
Sherer 

Thailand 1,296 Sexual 43.2 46.7   Lifetime 

Average 
(Mean) 

   24.0 22.5 14.4 23.0  

 

Summary: 

Physical Abuse:  

• Perpetration: Women report they are more likely to be the perpetrators.  

• Victimization: Women report they are more likely to be the victims.  

• These paradoxical findings are probably due to the different ways that men and women respond to 

questions about perpetration and victimization. 

Psychological Abuse:  

• Perpetration: Women are more likely to be the perpetrators.  

• Victimization: Men more likely to be the victims. 

Sexual Abuse:  

• Perpetration: Men are more likely to be the perpetrators.  

• Victimization: Women more likely to be the victims. 
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Summary of Individual Studies: 

India, Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, and Singapore: 
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China: 
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Hong Kong: 

 

Philippines: 
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Thailand: 

 

 

 

 

 


